
17.000 
DISAPPEARED 
IN LEBANON
WHO ARE THE DISAPPEARED?

Thousand people are missing and forcibly 
disappeared in Lebanon. 

They are Lebanese and residents of 
Lebanon from all communities and all 
parts of the country. Most of them are 
civilians. Many were kidnapped from their 
homes, from the streets, or at checkpoints 
controlled by militias or foreign troops. 

Families of disappeared continued their 
mobilization and blocked five crossings. 
The committee of families wants to continue 
the protest and talks about intensifying it.

AL NAHAR - 29/12/1984

Apart from kidnappings, many people are 
thought to have disappeared as a result of 
mass killings and the successive rounds 
of violence.
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Richard Salem, 22 years old, and Marie-Christine Salem, 
19 years old, were going from the office of their family 
enterprise to their home for lunch. They were kidnapped 
along the way.

Ali Hamadeh was 12 years old. He 
was kidnapped as he was returning 
from his grand-parents’ village. 

His mother, Nayfeh, spent months 
looking for him. On the night of 
her son’s 13th anniversary, she 
committed suicide.Adnan Halwani, 36 years old, was 

a history and geography teacher. 
He was taken from his home and 
never returned. He is the father of 
two sons and has now 2 grand-
children.

Isabelle Youssef Khalaf,  was 55 years 
old. She is  the mother of 5 children.

Samia Mouhamad al Mahmoud was 
24 years old. She was travelling 
with 3 other friends for university 
studies when she was kidnapped.

AL SAFIR - 27/12/1984



17.000 
DISAPPEARED 
IN LEBANON
MOBILIZATION OF THEIR 
FAMILIES & FRIENDS

On November 17, 1982, families who did 
not have information on the whereabouts 
of their relatives gathered for the first time 
at Corniche el Mazraa, Beirut.

Since this date the 
families never stopped 
to organize sit-ins and 
demonstrations in order 
to make their voices 
heard and to ask for 
help in finding their 
“disappeared”.

The Committee of Families 
demands in a press conference 
the release of the kidnapped, the 
missing and the detained.

AL SAFIR - 29/12/1982
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Leagues of 
families get back 
from Damascus 
without answers 
after their visit to 
three presidential 
palaces.

The 114 detained in 
Khiam liberated.

AL NAHAR - 10/06/2003

AL NAHAR - 24/05/2000

Extract of the joint 
memo signed by 
17 Lebanese civil 
society organizations 
and submitted to 
the President of the 
Republic, General Michel 
Sleiman, June 2008.



The Taef Agreement destined at putting 
an end to the Lebanese civil war made 
no mention of the fate of the thousands of 
missing persons.

In 1991, the militias were disbanded and no 
conditions were imposed on them to provide 
information on the fate of the persons they 
kidnapped or to release any prisoners they 
may possibly be holding.

Since the end of the war, the Lebanese 
authorities have adopted various measures 
aiming at closing – but without resolving – 
the issue of enforced disappearances. 

A machine from hell has 
taken thousands and has 
destroyed a civilization & 
a country.

Law 434 on procedure for declaring the 
death of a disappeared person.

In 1995 the Lebanese government voted a 
law allowing to declare as deceased people 
who had been reported as missing. This was 
the first official decision concerning the issue 
of the disappeared. Instead of addressing 
the fundamental right to know the truth 
about the fate of their relatives by leading 
investigation, this law was considered by the 
vast majority of the families as an attempt to 
buy off their silence.

17.000 
DISAPPEARED 
IN LEBANON
ATTEMPTS TO CLOSE THE FILE

AL NAHAR - 05/03/1992

Has Berry’s initiative 
closed the file of the 
kidnapped? 
Bakhos:  
We are waiting for a 
consensual formulae between 
the confessions.  
Barraje: 
Declaring death without 
investigation is not a solution.

AL NAHAR - 02/02/1995
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ENOUGH 
WAITING
IT IS OUR RIGHT TO 
KNOW THEIR FATE

17 November 1982

Following the radio call of a woman, whose 
husband had just been kidnapped, the families & 
friends of the disappeared persons gathered for the 
first time to demand the release of their relatives.
 

17 November 2012 

30 years later thousands of people are still missing. 
Their families never stopped to ask for help in 
finding their «disappeared». 

With the sponsor of:



THE LITTLE WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR FATE…

Friends of the committee 
launched the campaign 
“It is our right to know”.

IN LEBANON

Under the pressure by the families of the 
disappeared, the Lebanese authorities created 
in 2000 a commission mandated with uncovering 
the fate of the missing and disappeared.

The families of the thousands of missing and 
disappeared persons have no information as to 
their whereabouts or fate, or whether they are 
alive or dead.

AL NAHAR - 30/10/1999

The families of the missing and forced 
disappeared have the right to know 
what happened to their relatives:

. If they are alive, they want their release.. If they are dead, they want their remains so 
that they may bury them in dignity and mourn 
over them. 



THE LITTLE WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR FATE…
IN LEBANON

Whereas the commission was supposed to «resolve» the issue of the disappeared, 
the only answer given to the families was a two-page summary of the final report of 
the commission.

Official summary 
of the final 
report of the 
commission of 
inquiry created 
by a government 
decree in 2000.

On November 17, 2012, a bus tour stopped at these 
three locations, where mass graves were officially 
recognized to be located, in order to denounce the 
inaction of the Lebanese authorities.

Martyrs’ cemeteries, Horsh Beirut.Mar-Mitr cemetery, Ashrafieh. Tahwita cemeteries.

In this summary the Lebanese state acknowledged 
that there are many mass graves across the 
Lebanese territory. It even named three of them 
(photos below). The Lebanese state never provided any 

information about the «inquiry» that led to these 
conclusions, and, 12 years later, it has not taken 
any steps to protect these sites or exhume the 
remains buried there.



Occasionally, remains are found by 
coincidence (on construction sites or 
archaeological sites). 

THE LITTLE WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR FATE…
IN LEBANON

Yarze, The collect 
of 17 corpses 
ends the search.

Excavation In Beit Mery in 
search for martyrs.

Mass graves in Anjar.

Excavation in 
assumed area in 
Halat, no trace of 
mass graves

In 2005, the mass grave located on the grounds 
of the Ministry of National Defense in Yarzeh was 
opened.
 
18 bodies were identified through DNA 
analysis and returned to their families who 
buried them in dignity.

Thus, Lebanon has the capacity to exhume the 
human remains that are found and identify them. 
So it is possible to address this issue if there is a 
political will to do so.

AL NAHAR - 24/11/2005

AL NAHAR - 04/12/2005

AL NAHAR - 16/04/2008

AL NAHAR - 09/12/2005

But the Lebanese judicial authorities, which are 
responsible for the exhumation and identification 
of bodies, fail to disclose any information on 
the progress of their work and about what they 
do with the remains when these are found.



THE LITTLE WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR FATE…
IN SYRIA

During its presence in Lebanon, the Syrian army and 
the Syrian intelligence services, often with the help 
of its local allies, illegally detained people. Hundreds 
of these detained persons were transferred to Syria 
where they are being secretly detained.
 
Family associations have documented over 
600 such cases.  

Family associations and NGOs have managed to 
gather strong evidence pointing to these people’s 
detention, in addition to the testimonies of some 
former detainees who were released over the 
years from Syrian prisons. 

101 detained came back and today 
most of them will be freed.

45 detainees in Syria were transferred yesterday night to the 
Ministry of Defense.

To date, the Syrian government has never acknowledged their detention, even though 
since 1998, more than 150 Lebanese detainees have been released from Syrian prisons.

AL NAHAR - 06/03/1998

AL NAHAR - 12/12/2000

Libanais détenus en Syrie
Un tabou qui a trop duré 

Une trop longue attente 
Outre le fait de savoir leurs proches détenus en Syrie, le plus dur pour les familles est de 
rester sans nouvelles d›eux. En effet, une fois arrêtés par les forces syriennes ou leurs alliés 
(partis et services de renseignement nationaux), les «coupables» disparaissaient sans laisser 
de traces. Leurs proches ont bien entendu tenté de les retrouver et de comprendre pourquoi 
ils ont été emmenés. A chaque fois, leur quête de vérité s›est confrontée à un mur de déni, de 
mensonges, et de pressions en tout genre. Une situation qui, pour certaines de ces familles, 
dure depuis près de trente ans. Sonia Eid, présidente du comité des Parents de Détenus, 
attend quant à elle, son fils Jihad, depuis 15 ans. Il a été enlevé un 13 octobre 1990 à Hadath. 
Grâce au témoignage d›un ex-détenu libanais, Sonia apprend que son fils est passé par 
Anjar avant de se retrouver dans une prison syrienne nommée «Section Palestine». Elle a pu 
obtenir une autorisation, d›un officier libanais, pour aller voir son fils. Sur place, sa demande 
fut rejetée. «Ils ont nié que mon fils se trouvait dans cette prison alors que mon document 
provenait d›un homme avec lequel ils étaient en contact», proteste t-elle. Mme Eid tentera 
sept autres démarches, qui lui coûteront cher, pour voir son fils. «Ils nous demandaient 
chaque fois de l›argent pour l›obtention d›un permis de visite», dit-t-elle. Sonia réussira 
à voir son fils une fois en quinze ans, et de manière très officieuse. «J›ai dû débourser 
beaucoup d›argent pour cela», dit-elle. 
La politique de la confusion 
A ce jour, l›Etat syrien n›a cessé de se contredire sur la question des détenus libanais dans 
ses prisons, brouillant volontairement encore plus les pistes. Il a toujours refusé de divulguer 
le nombre exact de prisonniers libanais comme les raisons de leur arrestation. Mais sous 
la pression des familles, des institutions internationales comme des ONG, les autorités 
syriennes ont dû libérer quelques uns, toujours au compte-goutte. Ceci confirmait le nombre 
important de prisonniers, malgré les dires officiels. Le 24 novembre 1996, le président Elias 
Hraoui admet, lors d›une conférence de presse à Baabda, l›existence de 210 détenus libanais 
en Syrie. En mars 1998, 121 d›entre eux sont libérés. Parallèlement, les autorités syriennes 
admettent retenir toujours 25 prisonniers, accusés de collaboration avec Israël. En août 2000, 
cheikh Hachem Minkara, ancien responsable du Mouvement de l›unification islamique, est 
libéré. Sa détention avait toujours été niée par les autorités syriennes. Le 26 juin 2001, le 
président Bachar el-Assad déclare à la commission des Affaires étrangères de l›Assemblée 
nationale française qu›il n›y avait plus aucun Libanais détenu en Syrie. Pourtant, le 8 mai 
2002, l›ambassade de Syrie en Suède reconnaît la détention de trois ressortissants libanais. 

Magazine 22/04/05



In 2005, the families of the detainees in Syria started a sit-in 
downtown Beirut demanding that serious measures be taken by the Lebanese 
authorities. To date, the families are still there, waiting for the Lebanese State 
to take action.

On the commemoration 
of the third year of the 
protest of the families 
of detained in Syria. 
Mothers, former detained 
and activits insist on the 
judiciary process.

In 2005, a joint Lebanese-
Syrian Commission was 
created with the mandate of 
investigating the Lebanese 
detainees and forcibly 
disappeared in Syria.

IN SYRIA

THE LITTLE WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR FATE…

AL NAHAR - 12/04/2008

The Lebanese members transmit the list of names of the Lebanese 
missing persons to their Syrian counterpart which is supposed to conduct 
the necessary investigations and yield answers as to their fate and 
whereabouts.

To date, the Syrian members only answered back about 2 cases. 
Concerning all the other cases they declared to the Lebanese members that 
they did not know these persons.



IN ISRAEL

During Israel’s occupation of South Lebanon, hundreds of people were 
abducted by the Israeli army and its local allies and transferred into Israel. 

In recent years, several rounds of exchanges coordinated by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) have allowed the remains of most 
disappeared persons to be returned to their families. Iô`«d 1000     á```ëØ°U 24
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zá˘°†jô˘Y ƒ˘HCG{ π˘eÉ˘©˘˘àŸG ó˘˘FÉ˘˘©˘˘dG

≈Ø£°üe óªfi ≥HÉ°ùdG Ò°S’G ¢ùeG ájôµ°ù©dG áeÉ©dG áHÉ«ædG âª∏°ùJ
‘ …ô˘µ˘°ù©˘dG AÉ˘˘°†≤˘˘dG ΩÉ˘˘eG ≥˘˘MÓoŸG zá˘˘°†jô˘˘Y ƒ˘˘HG{`H Ö≤˘˘∏ŸG »˘˘à˘˘eô˘˘¨˘˘dG

.äGQóıÉH QÉŒ’Gh hó©dG ™e πeÉ©àdG ºFGôL
â– ≈Ø°ûà°ùŸG ¤G π≤f zá°†jôY ƒHG{ ¿G á«FÉ°†b QOÉ°üe âØ°ûch
Qƒa ¬HGƒéà°SG ºàj ¿G ≈∏Y ,Ö∏≤dG äÉ°†Ñf ΩÉ¶àfG ΩóY ÖÑ°ùH á°SGô◊G

.áªcÉÙG ≈∏Y ¬àdÉMEGh ¬«∏Y AÉYOÓd kGó«¡“ AÉØ°û∏d ¬∏KÉ“
π«FGô°SG ™e Ú∏eÉ©àŸG ≈àYGh ô¡°TG øe ¿Éc á°†jôY ƒHG ¿G ôcòjh
≈àMh 1982 ΩÉ©dG »∏«FGô°S’G ìÉ«àL’G ¿ÉHG Gó«°U áæjóe ‘ zkGQÉ¡L{

.kÉ≤HÉ°S πàÙG z…Ohó◊G §jô°ûdG{ á≤£æe ‘ 1996 ΩÉ©dG ¬FÉØàNG

º◊ â«H ìÉ«àLGh Úq«æ«£°ù∏a 3 OÉ¡°ûà°SG

…Ég’ áªµfi á«MÓ°U ‘ ø©£J π«FGô°SEG
É¡ªYóJ ø£æ°TGhh zπ°UÉØdG QGó÷G{ ∫ƒM

ä’ÉcƒdGh ¢TƒZ ƒHCG OÉ¡f `` á∏àÙG ¢Só≤dG
á˘˘«˘˘MÓ˘˘°U ‘ kÉ˘˘«˘˘ª˘˘°SQ âæ˘˘©˘˘W É˘˘¡˘˘fCG π˘˘«˘˘FGô˘˘°SEG âæ˘˘∏˘˘YCG
QGó÷G{ áeÉbEG á«°†b ‘ âÑdG ‘ á«dhódG ∫ó©dG áªµfi
äÉ˘˘j’ƒ˘˘dG äó˘ q̆jCG É˘˘ª˘˘«˘˘a ,á˘˘«˘˘Hô˘˘¨˘˘dG á˘˘Ø˘˘°†dG ‘ zπ˘˘°UÉ˘˘˘Ø˘˘˘dG
á˘«˘dhó˘˘dG ∫ó˘˘©˘˘dG á˘˘ª˘˘µfi ¿CG Ió˘˘cDƒ˘˘e É˘˘¡˘˘Ø˘˘bƒ˘˘e Ió˘˘ë˘˘àŸG
ió˘˘˘e ¿CÉ˘˘˘°ûH QGô˘˘˘b PÉ˘˘˘˘î˘˘˘˘J’ Ö°SÉ˘˘˘˘æŸG ió˘˘˘˘à˘˘˘˘æŸG â°ù«˘˘˘˘d

.zQGó÷G{ á«Yhô°ûe

≈˘∏˘Y ±Gô˘˘WC’G á˘˘aÉ˘˘c ió˘˘d äGÒ°†ë˘˘à˘˘dG âfÉ˘˘c É˘˘ª˘˘«˘˘ah
π«FGô°SEG â∏°UGh ,π°UÉØdG QGó÷G áªµfi ¿CÉ°ûH Égqó°TCG
3 â∏˘˘˘à˘˘˘≤˘˘˘a á˘˘˘«˘˘˘æ˘˘˘«˘˘˘£˘˘˘˘°ù∏˘˘˘˘Ø˘˘˘˘dG »˘˘˘˘°VGQC’G ‘ É˘˘˘˘gó˘˘˘˘«˘˘˘˘©˘˘˘˘°üJ
áæjóe ìÉ«àLG äOÉYCGh ,π«∏ÿGh IõZ ‘ Úq«æ«£°ù∏a
.Ú£°TÉædG øe kGOóY â∏≤àYGh ∫RÉæe 7 âeó¡a º◊ â«H
¿CG á˘˘˘«˘˘˘∏˘˘˘«˘˘˘FGô˘˘˘°SE’G á˘˘˘«˘˘˘˘LQÉÿG IQGRh ‘ ≥˘˘˘˘WÉ˘˘˘˘f ô˘˘˘˘cPh

 á«dhódG ∫ó©dG áªµfi ¤EG ¢ùeCG kÉ«£N â©aQ π«FGô°SEG
(17 ¢U áªààdG)

ô˘˘˘¡˘˘˘˘°TCG 6 ÇQGƒ˘˘˘˘£˘˘˘˘∏˘˘˘˘d OqóÁ ø˘˘˘˘eC’G ¢ù∏›
äÉcÉ¡àf’G ∞`bhh ¢ùØædG §`Ñ`°V ¤EG ƒ`Yójh

äGƒ``````````b á˘˘˘˘˘˘˘ª`````¡˘˘˘˘˘˘˘e ¢ùeCG ‹hó˘˘˘˘˘˘˘dG ø˘˘˘˘˘˘˘eC’G ¢ù∏› Oqó˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘L
ô¡°TCG áà°S ¿ÉæÑd ÜƒæL ‘ á∏eÉ©dG á«dhódG ÇQGƒ£dG
π˘˘˘«˘˘˘FGô````````°SEG ÖdÉ˘˘˘Wh .π˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘≤ŸG Rƒ“ 31 ≈˘˘˘à˘˘˘M á˘˘˘«˘˘˘˘aÉ˘˘˘˘°VEG
z¥QRC’G §˘˘˘î`````````∏˘˘˘d äÉ˘˘˘cÉ˘˘˘¡˘˘˘à˘˘˘f’G π˘˘˘c{ ∞˘˘˘˘bƒ˘˘˘˘H ¿É˘˘˘˘æ˘˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘˘dh
kGÒ°ûe ,z¢ùØ˘˘˘˘æ˘˘˘˘dG §˘˘˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘˘˘°V äÉ˘˘˘˘˘LQO ≈˘˘˘˘˘°übCG{ á˘˘˘˘˘°SQÉ‡h
Iqôªà°ùŸG á«∏«FGô°S’G ájƒ÷G äÉcÉ¡àf’G ¤EG kÉ°Uƒ°üN

.á«fÉæÑ∏dG »°VGQC’G ¥ƒ``````a
ó˘˘ q̆jDƒ˘˘˘j ¬˘˘˘fEG ´É˘˘˘ª˘˘˘LE’É˘˘˘H ó˘˘˘ª˘˘˘à˘˘˘YG QGô˘˘˘b ‘ ¢ù∏ÛG ∫É˘˘˘bh
∫ƒ˘˘M ¿É˘˘fCG ‘ƒ˘˘c Ió˘˘˘ë˘˘˘àŸG ·CÓ˘˘˘d ΩÉ˘˘˘©˘˘˘dG ÚeC’G ±hÉfl

 .á≤£æŸG ‘ zπªàÙG ó«©°üàdGh ôJƒàdG{

Üƒ˘æ÷G ¤EG ¬˘à˘£˘∏˘˘°S qó˘˘e ≈˘˘∏˘˘Y ¿É˘˘æ˘˘Ñ˘˘d{ QGô˘˘≤˘˘dG ¢†Mh
Éªc ,z∑Éæg áFOÉg áÄ«H ¿Éª°†d øµÁ Ée ≈°übCG ∫òHh
‘ ÉÃ{ á≤HÉ°S äÉeGõàdÉH AÉaƒdG ¤EG ±GôWC’G qπc ÉYO

.zácô◊G áqjôM ÇQGƒ£dG äGƒb íæe ∂dP
»˘∏˘«˘°ûà˘dG ,‹É◊G ô˘˘¡˘˘°û∏˘˘d ø˘˘eC’G ¢ù∏› ¢ù«˘˘FQ ∫É˘˘bh
¿EG{ ¿ÉæÑd ∫ƒM á≤∏¨ŸG á°ù∏÷G ó©H ,Rƒfƒe hódGÒg
äÉcÉ¡àf’G øe πeCG áÑ«îH ¿hô©°ûj ¢ù∏ÛG AÉ°†YCG
∞˘°ü≤˘dG ø˘eh á˘«˘fÉ˘æ˘Ñ˘∏˘dG »˘°VGQCÓ˘d á˘«˘∏˘˘«˘˘FGô˘˘°S’G á˘˘jƒ÷G

.z¬∏dG ÜõM ÖfÉL øe ¥QRC’G §ÿG ÜƒæL
(17 ¢U áªààdG)

zπ˘˘Ñ˘˘≤˘˘à˘˘˘°ùŸG{
AÉ˘©˘HQC’G Oƒ˘©˘J

zπ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘≤˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘à˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘°ùŸG{ Öé˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘à–
,∑QÉÑŸG ≈ë°VC’G ó«Y áÑ°SÉæÃ
á˘aÉ˘ë˘°üdG »˘à˘HÉ˘≤˘f QGô˘˘≤˘˘H kÓ˘˘ª˘˘Yh
Úæ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘K’G »˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘eƒ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘j ,ø˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘jQôÙGh
É˘˘˘¡˘˘˘FGô˘˘˘b ¤G Oƒ˘˘˘©˘˘˘Jh ,AÉ˘˘˘KÓ˘˘˘ã˘˘˘dGh

.AÉ©HQC’G
Ωó˘˘˘˘˘≤˘˘˘˘˘à˘˘˘˘˘J á˘˘˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘˘˘°SÉ˘˘˘˘˘æŸG √ò˘˘˘˘˘¡˘˘˘˘˘˘H
Ú«˘˘fÉ˘˘æ˘˘Ñ˘˘∏˘˘dG ø˘˘˘e zπ˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘≤˘˘˘à˘˘˘°ùŸG{
¿G á«˘LGQ á˘Ä˘æ˘¡˘à˘dÉ˘H Úª˘∏˘°ùŸGh
ÒÿÉ˘˘˘H º˘˘˘¡˘˘˘«˘˘˘∏˘˘˘Y ¬˘˘˘∏˘˘˘dG √ó˘˘˘˘«˘˘˘˘©˘˘˘˘j

.π°†aCG ∫GƒMCÉHh ácÈdGh

AÉHô¡µdGh …ƒ∏ÿG äGQGôb øY zkGóL m¢VGQ{ …ôjô◊G

IójGõŸGh á°übÉæŸG AÉ¨dEG :…ƒ∏ÿG
≈∏Y á«fƒJGQÉe á°ù∏L ΩÉàN ‘ ,AGQRƒdG ¢ù∏› ø∏YG
á˘˘˘°übÉ˘˘˘æŸGh Ió˘˘˘jGõŸG π˘˘˘°ûa ,¢ùeG äÉ˘˘˘YÉ˘˘˘°S ™˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘°S ió˘˘˘e
π«¨°ûJ Ëõ∏J á°übÉæe AÉ¨dGh ,…ƒ∏ÿG ∞JÉ¡dG π«¨°ûàd

.QÉªY ôjOh ÊGôgõdG »∏ª©e áfÉ«°Uh
ió˘˘d ,…ô˘˘jô◊G ≥˘˘«˘˘aQ AGQRƒ˘˘˘dG ¢ù∏› ¢ù«˘˘˘FQ ó˘˘˘cGh
ø˘˘˘Y kGó˘˘˘L ¢VGQ ¬˘˘˘fG ,AGQRƒ˘˘˘dG ¢ù∏› ô˘˘˘˘≤˘˘˘˘e ¬˘˘˘˘JQOÉ˘˘˘˘¨˘˘˘˘e
»˘Yƒ˘°Vƒ˘e ¿CÉ˘°ûH á˘°ù∏÷G ‘ äò˘î˘˘JG »˘˘à˘˘dG äGQGô˘˘≤˘˘dG

.AÉHô¡µdGh …ƒ∏ÿG

ôjRh AGQRƒdG ¢ù∏› ∞∏c ,…ƒ∏ÿG ∞JÉ¡dG ´ƒ°Vƒe ‘
≈˘˘˘˘∏˘˘˘˘Y ¢Vô˘˘˘˘©˘˘˘˘˘j ó˘˘˘˘˘jó˘˘˘˘˘L •hô˘˘˘˘˘°T ÎaO ™˘˘˘˘˘°Vh ä’É˘˘˘˘˘°üJ’G
äÉ˘˘˘cô˘˘˘°ûdG ÚH á˘˘˘Mƒ˘˘˘à˘˘˘Ø˘˘˘e á˘˘˘°übÉ˘˘˘˘æ˘˘˘˘e AGô˘˘˘˘LGh ,¢ù∏ÛG

.AGQRƒdG ¢ù∏› ¤G É¡éFÉàf ™aQh á∏gDƒŸG
ø˘˘e π˘˘°üØ˘˘e ìô˘˘°T ¤G ¬˘˘YÉ˘˘ª˘˘à˘˘°SG ó˘˘©˘˘˘H ,¢ù∏ÛG Qô˘˘˘bh
AÉ˘˘Hô˘˘¡˘˘c á˘˘˘°ù°SDƒŸ ΩÉ˘˘˘©˘˘˘dG ô˘˘˘jóŸG IQGO’G ¢ù∏› ¢ù«˘˘˘FQ
âcQÉ˘˘°T »˘˘à˘˘dG äÉ˘˘cô˘˘˘°ûdG Iƒ˘˘˘YO ,∂jÉ◊G ∫É˘˘˘ª˘˘˘c ¿É˘˘˘æ˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘d
(17 ¢U áªààdG)

á«fÉãdG á∏MôŸG ¤G z∫ƒNódG AóH{ ø∏©j ÊÉŸC’G §«°SƒdG

AGó˘˘˘¡˘˘˘˘°ûdG äÉ˘˘˘˘aQ IOƒ˘˘˘˘Y
ΩÉ˘˘¨˘˘dC’G §˘˘FGô˘˘N º˘˘˘q∏˘˘˘°ùJh

 á«Ñ©°T Oƒ°ûM §°Sh ähÒH ¤G IQƒbÉædG øe ∑ôëàJ AGó¡°ûdG äÉaQ Öcƒe á©«∏W [(óªfi »∏Y)

,ájô◊Gh øWƒdG ¤G øjQôÙG iô°SC’G IOƒY IGóZh ..
á«°SÉ«°S äÉÄa øe ÚehÉ≤ŸG AGó¡°ûdG äÉaQ ¢ùeG äOÉY
¬æª°†J …òdG ∫hó÷G ≥ah ,IOó©àe á«æ«£°ù∏ah á«fÉæÑd
»àdG äÉaôdG IOƒY ™eh ,¤hC’G ¬à∏Môe ‘ ∫OÉÑàdG ¥ÉØJG
´Rƒààd zAGó¡°ûdG ™ª›{ ‘ Ωƒ«dG ô¡X É¡«∏Y ≈∏°üj
É¡«dG »ªàæj »àdG iô≤dGh äGó∏ÑdG ¤G ∂dP ó©H ÖcGƒŸG

¢ùeG CGóH ,GóZh Ωƒ«dG ™««°ûàdG ºàj å«M 59 `dG AGó¡°ûdG
≈˘≤˘à˘dÉ˘a ,á˘«˘fÉ˘ã˘dG á˘∏˘MôŸG äÉ˘°VhÉ˘Ø˘e ¥Ó˘£˘f’ ó˘«˘¡˘˘ª˘˘à˘˘dG
πã‡h ¬∏dG ô°üf ø°ùM ó«°ùdG z¬∏dG ÜõM{ `d ΩÉ©dG Úe’G
É˘¡˘«˘a á˘eÉ˘©˘dG äGô˘HÉıG RÉ˘¡˘L ¢ù«˘FQh á˘«˘fÉŸ’G á˘dhó˘˘dG
 IÎa ∫ÓN AóÑdG{ ≈∏Y ¥ÉØJ’G ” å«M ≠ææ«aÉg â°ùZhG
(17 ¢U áªààdG)

≈˘˘˘˘˘˘ë˘˘˘˘˘˘°VC’G IÓ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘°U …ODƒ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘j ÊÉ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘Ñ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘b
…ôjô◊G Qƒ°†ëH z»∏Y ΩÉeE’G{ óé°ùe ‘

IÓ°U ÊÉÑb ó«°TQ óªfi QƒàcódG ï«°ûdG á«fÉæÑ∏dG ájQƒ¡ª÷G »àØe …ODƒj
≥jô£dG á∏fi ‘ ÖdÉW »HCG øH »∏Y ΩÉeE’G óé°ùe ‘ ≈ë°VC’G ó«Y áÑ£oNh

.πÑ≤ŸG •ÉÑ°T ∫hCG ‘ óMC’G móZ ìÉÑ°U  á≤«bO 15h á©HÉ°ùdG ‘ ,Iójó÷G
Ω/43 É¡ªbQ Iôcòe »LƒH π«¡°S AGQRƒdG ¢ù∏Û ΩÉ©dG ÚeC’G Qó°UCGh
¢ù∏› ¢ù«˘FQ ¿CG{ É˘¡˘«˘ah ∑QÉ˘ÑŸG ≈˘ë˘°VC’G ó˘˘«˘˘Y IÓ˘˘°U è˘˘eÉ˘˘fÈH ≥˘˘∏˘˘©˘˘à˘˘J
∫õæe ¤G »ª°SQ ÖcƒÃ kÉMÉÑ°U ∞°üædGh á°SOÉ°ùdG ‘ ¬Lƒàj AGQRƒdG
‘ ¬Lƒàj ¿CG ≈∏Y ÊÉÑb ó«°TQ óªfi QƒàcódG ï«°ûdG ájQƒ¡ª÷G »àØe
ΩÉeE’G ™eÉL ¤G »ª°SQ ÖcƒÃ áMÉª°ùdG ÖMÉ°Uh AGQRƒdG ¢ù«FQ á©HÉ°ùdG
z∑QÉÑŸG ≈ë°VC’G ó«Y IÓ°U AGOC’ Iójó÷G ≥jô£dG ‘ ÖdÉW »HCG øH »∏Y

.áÑ°SÉæª∏d áeRÓdG ÒHGóàdG PÉîJG »∏NGódG øeC’G iƒb ¤ƒàJh
(17 ¢U áªààdG)

zò˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘aGƒ˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘f{
Oó˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘©˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘dG ™˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘e
…Qƒ°S ```` ÊÉæÑd ≥«°ùæJ
∫É˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘≤˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘à˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘fG ™˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘˘æŸ
Qƒ˘˘˘˘˘˘«˘˘˘˘˘˘£˘˘˘˘˘˘dG Gõ˘˘˘˘˘˘fƒ˘˘˘˘˘˘∏˘˘˘˘˘˘˘Ø˘˘˘˘˘˘˘fG

12¢U

Ú«dƒ¨jódG áeÉYR ≈∏Y ´Gô°üdG ÜÉH íàØJ ∑GÒ°ûd áHô°V

OÉ°ùa á«°†b ‘ ¬«HƒL ≈∏Y øé°ùdÉH ºµM
¢ùeG á˘«˘°ùfô˘a á˘ª˘µfi äQó˘˘°UG
ò«Øæ˘à˘dG ∞˘bh ™˘e ø˘é˘°ùdÉ˘H É˘ª˘µ˘M
¿’G ≥˘˘HÉ˘˘°ùdG AGQRƒ˘˘dG ¢ù«˘˘FQ ≈˘˘∏˘˘˘Y
»˘°SÉ˘«˘°S OÉ˘°ùa á˘«˘°†b ‘ ¬˘«˘Hƒ˘˘L
Ö°üæ˘˘e …C’ í˘˘°TÎdG  ¬˘˘˘eô˘˘˘ë˘˘˘j É‡
ô˘˘˘°û©˘˘˘d äÉ˘˘˘HÉ˘˘˘î˘˘˘à˘˘˘f’G ÈY »˘˘˘ª˘˘˘°SQ
É˘˘˘˘YGô˘˘˘˘°U ∂dò˘˘˘˘H á–É˘˘˘˘a ,äGƒ˘˘˘˘˘æ˘˘˘˘˘°S
∑ÉL ¢ù«FôdG áaÓN ≈∏Y É«°SÉ«°S
IÎØd í°TÎdG øY ™æàeG GPG ∑GÒ°T

.áãdÉK á«°SÉFQ
.Iô°TÉÑe ºµ◊G ¬«HƒL ∞fCÉà°SGh
≥˘˘˘«˘˘˘∏˘˘˘©˘˘˘J ¤G ±É˘˘˘æ˘˘˘Ä˘˘˘à˘˘˘˘°S’G …ODƒ˘˘˘˘jh
≥˘˘˘˘∏˘˘˘˘©˘˘˘˘à˘˘˘˘j É˘˘˘˘e ‘ É˘˘˘˘ª˘˘˘˘«˘˘˘˘°S ’ º˘˘˘˘˘µ◊G
¿EÉa ∂dP ™e øµd .í°TÎ∏d ¬à«∏gÉH
™°†j ºµ◊G Gòg ¿CG ¿hôj ÚÑbGôŸG
Gó˘˘˘˘L ¢SÉ˘˘˘˘°ùM ∞˘˘˘˘˘bƒ˘˘˘˘˘e ≈˘˘˘˘˘a ∑GÒ°T
π˘ª◊ ¬˘«˘Hƒ˘L ≈˘∏˘Y É˘«˘∏˘c √OÉ˘ª˘˘à˘˘Y’
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Lebanon welcomes the 
return of the martys’ 
remains.

THE LITTLE WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEIR FATE…

AL MOUSTAQBAL - 31/01/2004

The transfer operation between 
Israel and Lebanon was completed 
at sunset on 16 July, when the 
remaining ten ICRC trucks and 
trailers containing 185 coffins of 
human remains crossed from Israel 
into Lebanon and were handed over 
to Hezbollah representatives. 

The whole transfer operation of 
detainees and human remains 
lasted the entire day. In total, the 
ICRC facilitated the handover of 197 
coffins containing human remains 
from Israeli authorities to Hezbollah. 
Hezbollah handed over two coffins 
containing human remains that 
the ICRC transferred to the Israeli 
authorities.

In 2008, 185 coffins of human remains  were handed 
over to Lebanon under the supervision of ICRC.

Disappeared in Israel... 
file not closed.

To date there are still persons who have not 
been accounted for and are believed to have 
been disappeared at the hands of the Israelis or 
their local allies.

المفقودون في إسرائيل... ملفّ لم يقفل
الجنوب ـ آمال خليل

لم يُقفل ملف الأسرى والشهداء في إسرائيل بعد، إذ لم تكشف »عملية الرضوان« الأخيرة النقاب 
عن مصير كثير من المفقودين اللبنانيين في سجون العدوّ ومقابره.

ويلقي الغموض الذي يكتنف ملفّ المفقودين، بثقله على عائلات كثيرة لا تزال تنتظر الخبر اليقين، 
أياً يكن. من بين تلك العائلات، عائلة الصيّاد محمّد فرّان التي لم يجلِ التقرير الإسرائيلي الأخير مصير 

الابن الضائع في عرض البحر، بعدما أطلقت البحرية الإسرائيلية الرصاص على زورقه »الموهانا« 
مساء 21 من تشرين الأول عام 2005 قبالة الناقورة. ففي هذا التقرير الذي تسلّمه حزب الله تصرّ 
اسرائيل على أنّ الصياد ليس بحوزتها وأنّها لم تأسره، على الرغم من إقرارها بإصابته، وتسليمها 

زورقه الملطّخ ببقع الدم لليونيفيل عقب أيّامٍ من الاختفاء. وأمام هذه النتيجة، يجد الوالد عادل فرّان 
نفسه أمام احتمال موت ابنه في البحر، إذا لم تعترف به إسرائيل.

عائلة محمّد ليست الوحيدة في ذلك الضياع، فحتّى عملية التبادل الأخيرة لم تستطع إقفال الملفّ، 
وبقي العدد الأكبر من المفقودين الذين أوردت هيئة تقصي مصير المفقودين أسماءهم وتفاصيل 

عنهم في التقرير الرسمي الصادر قبل سبع سنوات، أسير القرار الإسرائيلي. وتكشف لوائح الأحزاب 
اللبنانية أن لبنان لم يتسلّم سوى 15 مقاتلًا، مقابل عشرات الأسماء التي تقدّمت بها فصائل جبهة 

المقاومة اللبنانية كالحزب السوري القومي وحركة أمل والحزب الشيوعي.
ولئن كان الملفّ قد أُفقل، فمن يُجيب علي، ابن الأسير المفقود موسى الشيخ سلمان، من بلدة 

معركة عن مصير والده الغائب منذ 26 عاماً. يتساءل علي عن قيمة الورقة الثبوتية التي يحملها 
كالعشرات من الصليب الأحمر الدولي، والتي تؤكد اعتقال قوات الاحتلال الإسرائيلي والده خلال 

اجتياح عام 1982 من صور ونقله مصاباً إلى المستشفى الميداني في المعليّة ثم إلى داخل 
فلسطين.

أمام هذا الواقع، وعد »حزب الله« ذوي المفقودين والشهداء غير المشمولين بالتبادل الأخير بأنه 
سيعمل بالتعاون مع الأجهزة الأمنية الرسمية والأطراف المعنية للبحث عن مقابر جماعية محتملة 
للشهداء في الجنوب وغيره من المناطق التي سيطر عليها الاحتلال وعملاؤه وبعض التنظيمات 

المتعاملة معه. ويستند »حزب الله« في عمليّة التفتيش إلى المعلومات الواردة في التقرير 
الرسمي الذي قدّمته إسرائيل. ويؤكّد التقرير بحسب اعترافات مسؤولي الميليشيات أنّه جرت 

تصفية بعض المخطوفين خلال الحرب الأهلية، فيما أُلقيت بعض الجثث في البحر ودفنت جثث أخرى 
في مقابر جماعية يحدّدها التقرير بمدافن الإنكليز في التحويطة ومقبرة الشهداء في حرج بيروت 

ومدافن مار متر في الأشرفية وفي مختلف القرى الجنوبية المحررة.
وإلى جانب المقابر التي يذكرها التقرير، يتوقّع بعض الأهالي أماكن دفن أبنائهم، وقد يكون من بين 

هؤلاء قبر الشهيد يحيى الخالد، أحد شهداء الحزب الشيوعي. ويعتقد شقيقه ابراهيم بأنّه »مدفون 
في مكانٍ ما بين مرجعيون والقليعة«، ولكن تنقصه التأكيدات التي بإمكان العملاء المنفّذين 

والشاهدين على الحادثة، »وعلى رأسهم العميل منصور البدوي، المسجون حاليّاً في رومية«، 
تقديمها. يُذكر أنّ خالد لم تشمله عمليّة التبادل عام 1996، التي أسفرت عن الإفراج عن جثامين رفاقه 
الخمسة في الهجوم الذي نفذوه على مركز أبو قمحة الإسرائيلي في 17 كانون الأول 1987. يومها 
وضع العميل البدوي جثامين الشهداء الستة على مقدمة دبابة جالت بهم في شوارع حاصبيا وكتب 

عليها »هدية بمناسبة انطلاق جبهة المقاومة اللبنانية«.
AL AKHBAR - 12/08/2008



SOLUTIONS EXIST

Create a National Institute to manage and implement this plan.

WHICH ACTION PLAN FOR LEBANON?

Over the past few years, a number of ways to address the issue of 
the missing and the disappeared in Lebanon have been developed 
and put forth:

Create an exhaustive list of the 
disappeared and a national file of the 
families of the disappeared (including 
a DNA database) in order to prepare 
the ground for undertaking the 
identification of remains exhumed.

Locate sites of mass and individual 
graves across the Lebanese territory; 
ensure their protection until they are 
opened, and exhume any remains 
found; carry out the identification of 
these remains in order to return them 
to their families, for a dignified and 
rightful burial.

Conduct serious investigations to 
gather information about those who 
are believed to have been handed 
over to Syria or Israel and take the 
necessary steps in view of securing 
the release of persons who are alive 
and the return of remains of those 
who are deceased.



SOLUTIONS EXIST

Civil society organizations have developed a legal framework in 
order to implement this action plan. 

LAW FOR THE MISSING & 
FORCIBLY DISAPPEARED PERSONS

Article 3: Right to Know
- Families have the right to know the fate of their missing 
or forcibly disappeared relatives, including their current 
whereabouts or, if dead, the causes and circumstances that 
led to their death and the location of their remains.

- If the remains of a missing or forcibly disappeared person 
are identified, the family has the right to receive these. The 
realization of this right requires that mass graves be located 
and marked, and the interred remains be exhumed and 
identified.

Article 5: State Obligation to Provide Information it 
Possessed
- All State institutions shall provide the Institute with all 
“tracing-related information” in their possession.

Article 6: Obligation to Disclose Tracing-Related 
Information
Any person in possession of information regarding the 
existence of an individual or mass grave on real estate 
which he/she owns, has lived or worked in, in whatever 
capacity, shall disclose this information voluntarily [...].

Article 9: Establishment of the Institute
- An Institute for missing and forcibly disappeared persons 
shall be established according to the terms set out in this law.
- The Institute shall be an independent administrative body in 
charge of determining the fate of the missing and the forcibly 
disappeared [...].

If adopted by the Lebanese parliament this would 
not only represent an official acknowledgement 
of the decades-old suffering of these families, 
but also enable the concrete and effective 
solution to the issue, in a transparent and 
inclusive manner.

Main provisions of the Law for the Missing and 
Forcibly Disappeared Persons.

The families of some 17,000 people who went missing or were forcibly 
disappeared during the Civil War proposed Friday a draft law aimed at uncovering 
their relatives’ fate.

The draft law, prepared by civil society activists, human rights experts, judges 
and lawyers in collaboration with several nongovernmental organizations urges 
the government to establish an independent administrative body to resolve the 
decades-old issue.
In a wide-ranging roundtable discussion at the Gefinor Hotel in Beirut, activists 
and legal experts discussed the draft law, which is comprised of 31 articles, the 
most notable of which calls for the establishment of an Institute for Missing 
Persons, including a Bureau and a Public National Commission. The body 
would act autonomously and have financial independence from the government, 
according to several NGO officials at the conference . The project, which is 
funded and coordinated by the European Union delegation in Beirut, would work 
to trace mass graves, through information provided by the state, witnesses and 
organizations. According to the draft law, all witness accounts would remain 
confidential.
The discussion also hosted a number of international experts with experience in 
forced disappearances in Bosnia and Guatemala.

Jeremy Sarkin, chairperson of the U.N. Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances, said the case of missing people is an ongoing human 
rights violation. “The society and the individual need to know what happened to 
their relatives and for what particular motivation,” he said.
Sarkin called for establishing a balance between finding the truth and achieving 
accountability. “Do we exchange truth for accountability? There should be a 
balance between both,” Sarkin added. “Perpetrators should be dealt with with 
carrots and sticks, some form of amnesty would ensure tracing the location of the 
missing people,” said Sarkin.

Echoing his words, Khaled Ghazy, legal adviser from the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, said it is possible to achieve a balance between accountability 
and truth through “amnesty for truth.”
Ghazy said that the interest of the relatives must come first. “This is a primary 
concern, because not letting the families know the truth is torture in itself and 
the government should give families the right to know the truth about their loved 
ones,” Ghazy added.

Metn MP Ghassan Moukhaiber, who took part in the roundtable discussion, 
said the issue of the missing should prompt a look back at the past. “It should 
be an open window to look back into the era of war ... this is why investigation 
should be ongoing,” said Moukhaiber, who has for years supported the campaign.
Moukhaiber also said that government security institutions have intelligence 
information that would help speed up the search for the truth. “I call on the 
Internal Security Forces and intelligence personnel of the Lebanese Army to 
disclose all the information that they possess regarding the fate of the missing 
people,” he said.

Relatives of missing propose draft law

THE DAILY STAR 25/02/2012  (extract)



WE CAN ACT 

The more people support the cause of the missing and 
disappeared, the more chances we have to see solutions 
implemented by the Lebanese authorities.

PETITION “IT IS OUR RIGHT TO KNOW”

This petition calls on Lebanese authorities to take up its 
responsibility in ensuring our right to know and setting 
guarantees to help avoid this from happening again. It calls on 
our representatives to develop and adopt a solution that is both 
meaningful and sustainable to the issue of the missing and forcibly 
disappeared in Lebanon.

As a relative of a missing person, I want to know what happened 
to my relative, if he/she is still alive and in case of death, I want to 
recover his/her remains.

As a citizen, I want to know what happened to the thousands of 
persons who went missing in Lebanon over the past decades. It 
is a necessity for society to reconcile and a safeguard against the 
recurrence of violations.

 IT IS OUR RIGHT TO KNOW



WE CAN ACT 
BREAK THE SILENCE

30 years have passed since the families of the disappeared have 
for the first time raised their voice to demand the return of their 
loved ones. ENOUGH WAITING.

We need to 
break the wall 
of silence.

Ask, tell, share, 
the stories of the missing 
and disappeared persons.

Demand & 
defend our 
right to know. 

We need to put an 
end to the national 
state of oblivion. 


